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Jensen Road

• Project started the way most ROW 
Research projects start…with a dispute!

• Jensen runs from Parks Highway to South.
• Jensen proposed for secondary access 

to subdivision - traffic would increase.
• Widening & improved drainage required
• Adjoiners were unhappy!
• What is basis of ROW?  What is width?
• Who owns ROW?  Who manages ROW?



Jensen Road
• Located in SE4 S16, T17N, R1E, SM
• Road runs N-S through center of SE4



Jensen Road

• Township Survey 1915
• 1915 Homestead Entry

• No PLO ROW
• No SLE ROW
• No ‘47 Act ROW



Jensen Road

Where did road come from? – First map
“Agricultural Lands Matanuska Valley – 1929”



Jensen Road

SE4 Conveyed to “ARRC” in 1935
(Not the Railroad)

Alaska Rural Rehabilitation Corporation



Jensen Road

SE4 Conveyed to “ARRC” in 1935
(Not the Railroad)

Alaska Rural Rehabilitation Corporation

Henry Jensen  
Tract #29



Jensen Road

• Alaska Rural Rehabilitation Corporation
• Incorporated in 1935
• Set up to facilitate land transfers for 

agriculture to  participants in the 
Matanuska Colony program.

• In order to make lands available to 
colonists ARRC purchased many existing 
homesteads.



Jensen Road

• Alaska Road Commission
• First ARC map showing 

Jensen - 1936



Jensen Road

ARC Reports – 1949
Maybe a 60-foot wide ROW?



Jensen Road

ARC Order No. 40 - 1951
Incorporated into ARC system



Jensen Road
ARC Mat-Su Valley - 1954
Maintenance Map

Note: ARC did acquire 
a 60-foot wide ROW 
for Lynn road – Listed 
as ARC Route 312.1.7



Jensen Road

BPR Matanuska - 1955
Maintenance Map

Note: Jensen Road now 
listed as Route 5703



Jensen Road
Omnibus QCD - 1959
FAS Secondary Class “B” Route 5703



Jensen Road
Dept. of Highways ROW – 1968
F-035-1(16) - SR3 From Wasilla SE to Jct. w/ SR1

Note: Jensen 
labeled & 
shown as 
existing 20’ 
gravel road –
but no ROW 
width 
identified.



Jensen Road
Platting Actions
East of Jensen - Cottrell South Subdivision: Plat 72-43
West of Jensen – Subdivision Waiver No. 79-243W

30’ Dedication

West side labeled 30’ but no dedication w/waiver



Jensen Road
Platting Actions
East of Jensen - Cottrell South Re-sub: Plat 80-22
East of Jensen – Duterrow Subdivision: Plat 83-264

Note: 30’ 
ROW to 
east and 
power line 
to west of 
Jensen 
centerline



Jensen Road

DOT&PF ROW Map – 2011
F-I-OA1-5(1) Glenn Hwy from Eklutna to Parks Hwy

Jensen ROW 30’ plus new acquisition



Jensen Road
DOT&PF conveys Jensen Road
To Mat-Su Borough – 6/12/03 PRD



Jensen Road
What did DOT&PF convey to Mat-Su?

Exchange: certain roads 
would be paved by DOT and 
certain roads would be turned 
over to Mat-Su for 
maintenance & management



Jensen Road
What did DOT&PF convey to Mat-Su?
Management: DOT & predecessors did not acquire any ROW. 

Public prescriptive easements and dedications can be said to 
be held in trust for the public – there is no  specific “ownership”.

The DOT&PF CDV only transferred management authority.

The CDV claimed to be subject to utility permits issued by DOT 
including the power line to the west of Jensen road. (???)

DOT&PF issued utility permits are akin to a QCD, they are only 
valid to the extent that the DOT ROW is valid, a risk left for the 
utility to determine and accept or reject.

Utility likely has its own prescriptive easement for utility purposes 
only.  The road prescriptive easement is limited to maintained 
area – top of cut to toe of fill (or back of ditch).



The End


