
CENTRAL REGION ROW RESEARCH RESOURCES



WHY ROW ENGINEERING?

2/20/2016 2Alaska DOT&PF

• What could they possibly have that I might 
use??



• UTILITIES
• PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
• RIGHT OF WAY ACQUISITIONS
• PRE-AUDIT  (MONEY)
• RIGHT-OF-WAY ENGINEERING

• Locations

CENTRAL REGION 
RIGHT-OF-WAY / UTILITIES



• 6 PLS’s
• 2 LSIT’s
• 2 Drafters
• A Title Agent
• A Research Assistant
• Locations
 Field surveyors

WHO IS ROW ENGINEERING??



• Topographic / Design Data
• ROW Evidence
 Recovering corners
 Lines of adjacent ownership occupation
 Facility Footprint, prescriptive area

• LOCATING ROW
 Setting ROW corners
 Replacing ROW corners

“LOCATIONS”  Tasks



• RESEARCH & MAPPING

• ROW RESOURCE

ROW ENGINEERING TASKS



• A loose term, includes:

 “Local” Roads

 Omnibus “Trails”  

“HIGHWAY”





• Share our expanding resource materials

• Not trying to provide explicit direction

Presentation Purpose





• Route Names Change over time!
 1. Seward Highway : Current
 2. Seward - Anchorage Highway : Early 1950’s Const.
 3. Seward - Hope Highway  :  Mid 1930’s Const.
 4. Seward - Kenai Lake Road : 1920’s
 5. Moose Pass – Hope Road : 1920’s
 6. Moose Pass Highway
 7. Mile 29 Railroad – Hope Road : circa 1909
 8. Moose Pass Sled Road
 9. US Military Road : Early 1900’s

BE AWARE



• Mining
• Agriculture
• Timber
• Recreation

Historical Context



• AK DOT&PF
 Div. of Aviation
 Dept. of Highways

 BPR
» ARC

• WAR DEPARTMENT

Agency Names



BPR / FHWA History



• SHOW ME THE DOCUMENT / READ THE 
DOCUMENT

• DISTRUST & VERIFY
• A ROW MAP DOES NOT A TAKE MAKE
• SHIFTING CENTERLINES

ROW RESEARCH





ON-LINE & PUBLICLY AVAILABLE 
RESEARCH RESOURCES



DNR Recorder’s Office



Grant of ROW / Notice of Dedication, 1951



.



ROW Easement, 1951



.



Federal ROW Grant



Deeds



.



Notice of Utilization



.



Subdivision Plats



BLM RECORDS
BLM ALASKA HOMEPAGE



Public Laws, Orders & Directives



Master Title Plats



Township Plats



U.S. Surveys



1985 Seward Hwy., USS 7012



1985, USS 7012 

“APPARENT 
CENTERLINE
SEWARD HIGHWAY”



1952 Seward-Anchorage Highway
USS 3215



1952  USS 3215



1952 Seward-Anchorage Highway



1952 SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS



1941 Seward – Hope Highway
USS 2520



1941
SEWARD – HOPE
HIGHWAY



1931 Moose Pass-Hope Road



1931



1920 Moose Pass Military Road



1920



1917 US Military Road



1917



BLM Conveyance Documents



BLM / GLO RECORDS



Alaska Case Retrieval Enterprise System 
(ACRES)



BLM (National Archives)
Land Entry Files



Land Entry Files





USGS Historical Aerial Photography



USGS Historical Mapping



.



Central Region DOT ROW Site



Central Region As-Builts



As-Builts



As-Builts





As-Builts



As-Builts



.

GOOGLE EARTH IMAGE



COMMUNITY PROFILE MAPS



DNR, Land Records



UNITED STATES STATUTES



ALASKA’S DIGITAL ARCHIVES



Digital Archives





CENTRAL REGION

• IN‐HOUSE

DOT & PF



• ANALOG / HARD COPIES
 Selected materials

AK DOT&PF CENTRAL REGION 
REFERENCE MATERIALS



LITTLE OLD ROADS



LITTLE OLD ROADS



HANGING FILES



FLAT FILES



FLAT FILES



FLAT FILES



FIELD BOOKS



MICROFICHE



MICROFICHE



PROJECT BINDERS



“OLD” ROLLED DRAWINGS



OLD DWGS





• RWE  “LIBRARY”

DIGITAL



ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION



.



.



ARC Situation Reports



Route Number & Name



Kenai District Weekly Reports





Misc. ARC Correspondence





Misc. ARC



District Maps



Misc. Maps



Misc. ARC Orders

SEPT. 15, 1950





Farm Road Correspondence





Misc. Photos



Bureau of Public Roads



Bi-Annual Reports



SOME MORE (DIFFERENT) ROAD/HIGHWAY NAMES



Monthly Reports



BPR MAPPING



Anchorage



BPR Real Estate Records



Alaska Dept./Div. of Highways
Historical Documents



.



.



Original Parcel Documents



Recorders Office



.

ORIGINAL DOCUMENT

RECORDER’S OFFICE



Territorial Board of Road Commissioners



Biennial Reports



• Annual Governor’s Reports

• Bureau of Land Management

Other



• (Misc) Historical
• Scanned ROW Mapping
• Scanned Airports
• (Misc) Research

Other



CONCLUSION



• 1.  Show me the Document / Read the 
Document.

• 2.  Be able to Distrust & Verify
• 3.  Recognize that A ROW Map does not a 

take make.
• 4.  Be able to determine that The existing 

road centerline is not necessarily the ROW 
centerline.

Material Available to:




