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Sterling Hwy @ Anchor River Rd

In Support of Design, ROW 
Acq and Construction

Role is that of consultant 
reviewer

Defendable assertions, no 
project delays

Sterling Hwy 157-169 Reconstruction Base Mapping

Walk through my process for 
making a ROW Determination



Subdivision Plat
KPB GIS: Sterling Hwy‐Anchor River Road Intersection



Subdivision Plat

View Plat: No link
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Subdivision Plat: Subd Name Search
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Subdivision Plat: Subd Name Search

Search Term, “sj chapman”
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Subdivision Plat: Subd Name Search

Search Term, “s.j. chapman”
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Subdivision Plat: Subd Name Search
Search Term, “s j chapman”
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Subdivision Plat
SJ Chapman 
1959 Addition 
Anchor River 
Subdivision

Recorded: Nov 
5, 1959

9



Subdivision Plat
What is the Right of Way?
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Subdivision Plat: Dedication?
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5 Questions…

1. Ownership Dedication and 
Platting Authority Acceptance?

2. What is being subdivided?  (Did 
Prior Plat Dedicate?)

3. What is the Boundary of the 
Subdivision? (heavy black line?)

4. Metes and Bounds or deed call on 
face of plat?

5. What does the deed say?  Does it 
exclude the ROW?



Subdivision Plat
S.J. Chapman Addition 54‐2269 Across the Sterling
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Recorded: Dec 1954



Subdivision Plats: Summary
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Where to Next…?

1954 SJ Chapman Subdivision 
50’/50’ No Clear Dedication

1959 SJ Chapman Subdivision 
50’/50’ No Clear Dedication

No Document



Right of Way Plans
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What are we looking for…?



Right of Way Plans: What to Look For

1. Acquisition Parcels or 
Other Documentation of 
Existing ROW

2. Owner Names for Further 
Research

Way acquisitions are 
displayed has changed over 
the years…
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ROW Plans What to Look For: 60-80’s
1. Acquisition Parcels or Other 

Documentation of Existing ROW
2. Owner Names for Further Research
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60’s‐80s 
methodology



1. Acquisition Parcels or Other Documentation of Existing ROW
2. Owner Names for Further Research
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Late 90’s‐Current 
methodology

ROW Plans What to Look For: 90’s-
Today



Right of Way Plans: DOT Plan 
Download Best Practices
Keyword Search: “Sterling” 49 Hits 
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Right of Way Plans: DOT Plan 
Download Best Practices
MTRS search S004S015W Section 4: 14 Hits
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Right of Way Plans
1947-48 ARC Russian River-Homer Rd
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Right of Way Plans
1947-48 ARC Russian River-Homer Rd
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Right of Way Plans
1947-48 ARC Russian River-Homer Rd

30’/30’ or 33’/33’ Existing ROW
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Right of Way Plans

1957 Bureau of Public Roads

50’ Existing ROW
No Document
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Right of Way Plans
More

1982 Department of Transportation Sterling Highway: Homer 
North to Anchor Point (Unrecorded)

50’ Existing ROW
No Document
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Right of Way Plans
More

1989 Department of Transportation: Sterling Highway 
Anchor Point Intersection (Unrecorded)

50’ Existing ROW
No Document
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Right of Way Plans
More

1994 Department of Transportation: Sterling Highway 
MP 157‐169 Anchor Point to Homer Hill(Unrecorded)

50’ Existing ROW
No Document
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7 Maps-3 Widths-50 Years
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1947 ARC Russian River to Homer 33’/33’ or 30’/30’

1954 SJ Chapman Subd 50’/50’

1957 BPR 50’/50’

1959 SJ Chapman Subd 50’/50’

1982 DOT 50’/50’

1989 DOT 50’/50’

1994 DOT 50’/50’



7 Maps-3 Widths-50 Years
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1947 ARC Russian River to Homer 33’/33’ or 30’/30’

1954 SJ Chapman Subd 50’/50’

1957 BPR 50’/50’

1959 SJ Chapman Subd 50’/50’

1982 DOT 50’/50’

1989 DOT 50’/50’

1994 DOT 50’/50’

What do they all have in common?



7 Maps-3 Widths-50 Years
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1947 ARC Russian River to Homer 33’/33’ or 30’/30’

1954 SJ Chapman Subd 50’/50’

1957 BPR 50’/50’

1959 SJ Chapman Subd 50’/50’

1982 DOT 50’/50’

1989 DOT 50’/50’

1994 DOT 50’/50’

2016 DOT ??’/??’

NO DOCUMENT!!!!!

Fee?
Easement?
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Federal ROW Reservations
Subdivision Plats: No Clear Dedication, no 
documentation shown.

ROW Plans: No acquisitions or 
documentation shown.

Federal Interests
• Public Land Orders
• Secretarial Orders
• Do they apply?

Oscar L. Chapman U.S. 
Secretary Department of 
Interior 1949‐1953



Public Land Orders & Secretarial 
Orders

‐Public Land Order 601, 757
‐Secretarial Order 2665 & Amd 2
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PLO 601

PLO 757

SO 2665

SO 2665
AMD 2



Public Land Orders & Secretarial 
Orders:  PLO 601

Public Land Order 601 (PLO 601)
• Signed August 10, 1949 

Withdrawal/Segregation, subject to valid 
existing rights.

• Issued to protect roads constructed and 
to be constructed on public domain.

3 Classes or Designations of Roads
“Local”: 50’ Either side of CL
“Feeder”: 100’ Either side of CL
“Through”: 150’ Either side of CL
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Public Land Orders & Secretarial 
Orders: PLO 757

Public Land Order 757 (PLO 757)
• Signed October 16, 1951

• Released the withdrawals for 
Feeders and Locals and established 
easements in their place.

• Feeder designation for the Kenai 
Lake to Homer Road is still in place 
but now it is an easement.
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Public Land Orders & Secretarial 
Orders: SO 2665 (DO 2665)

Secretarial Order 2665
• October 16, 1951 (Same day as 757—Act 

of June 30, 1932 Authority)
• “Sterling Highway” name change (Kenai 

Lake to Homer)
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Public Land Orders & Secretarial 
Orders: SO 2665 Amd 2

Secretarial Order 2665 Amendment 2
Signed September 15, 1956

Sterling Highway added to Through roads 
and deleted from Feeder list.

150’/150’ Easement
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ROW Summary So Far
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7 Maps & 4 Orders‐5 Widths‐50 Years

1947 ARC Russian River to Homer 33’/33’ or 30’/30’
1949 PLO 601 Feeder 100’/100’ “Kenai Lake to Homer Road”
1951 PLO 757  Feeders Converted to Easements
1951 SO 2665 “Sterling Highway” 100’/100’
1954 SJ Chapman Subd 50’/50’
1956 SO 2665 Amd 2 “Sterling Highway” 150’/150’ Through Road
1957 BPR 50’/50’
1959 SJ Chapman Subd 50’/50’
1982 DOT 50’/50’
1989 DOT 50’/50’
1994 DOT 50’/50’
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Who Came First?  Do the Orders 
Apply?

PLO 601 PLO 757 SO 2665 SO 2665 AMD 2‘47 Act

The Homesteader The Road



Date of Application, Patent, 
Reservations & Land Entry Case File

PLO 757PLO 601
Subject to Valid Existing Rights
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Date of Application, Patent, 
Reservations & Land Entry Case File
‐Date of “Entry” (ACRES)
‐Patent and Patent Reservations
‐Land Entry Case File
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Date of Application

BLM ACRES Report
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Date of Application
BLM‐GLO Records Patents
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Patent
Patent: Read the Document

• Patentee
• Legal Description
• Area
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Patent Reservations
Read the Document‐Reservations

• Coal

• Uranium, Thorium etc.

• Railroads, telegraph lines, 
telephone lines
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Patent Reservations
Read the WHOLE Document‐Reservations

Act of July 24, 1947
“ ‘47 Act” 
“Public Law 229”
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Key Points…



Patent Reservations: ‘47 Act

• “Herein After Taken Up” (July 24, 1947)
• A Patent’s “Silence” on the ‘47 Act (Court 

Cases)
• One time taking (Court Case)
• Unspecified Width
• Federally Repealed July 1, 1959‐No longer 

inserted into patents 
• State repealed use of ‘47 Act ROW Act of 1966

Key Points to Remember
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Our Patent is not Silent on 47 Act, However…
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Land Entry Case File

What are We Looking For?
• Occupancy Prior to 

Application date
• Presence of a Road 

Noted No Earlier Occupancy 
Noted.  Application Date is 
the Date….



7 Maps & 4 Orders-1 Law-5 Widths-50 
Years
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1947 ARC Russian River to Homer 33’/33’ or 30’/30’
1947 ‘47 Act Reservation in Patent (July 24, 1947)
1948 Date of Application (December 14, 1948)
1949 PLO 601 Feeder 100’/100’ “Kenai Lake to Homer Road”
1951 PLO 757  Feeders Converted to Easements
1951 SO 2665 “Sterling Highway” 100’/100’
1954 SJ Chapman Subd 50’/50’
1956 SO 2665 Amd 2 “Sterling Highway” 150’/150’ Through Road
1957 BPR 50’/50’
1959 SJ Chapman Subd 50’/50’
1982 DOT 50’/50’
1989 DOT 50’/50’
1994 DOT 50’/50’



7 Maps & 4 Orders-1 Law-3 Widths-50 
Years
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1947 ARC Russian River to Homer 33’/33’ or 30’/30’
1947 ‘47 Act Reservation in Patent (July 24, 1947)‐Verified it applies
1948 Date of Application (December 14, 1948)
1949 PLO 601 Feeder 100’/100’ “Kenai Lake to Homer Road”
1951 PLO 757  Feeders Converted to Easements
1951 SO 2665 “Sterling Highway” 100’/100’
1954 SJ Chapman Subd 50’/50’
1956 SO 2665 Amd 2 “Sterling Highway” 150’/150’ Through Road
1957 BPR 50’/50’
1959 SJ Chapman Subd 50’/50’
1982 DOT 50’/50’
1989 DOT 50’/50’
1994 DOT 50’/50’



In-House Records: Little Old Roads

49



In-House Records: Little Old Roads
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In-House Records: Little Old Roads
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In-House Records: Little Old Roads
1958 BPR Notice of Utilization Bk 13 Pg 93‐98
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In-House Records: Little Old Roads
1958 BPR Notice of Utilization Bk 13 Pg 93‐98

50’ Existing ROW
No Document
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In-House Records: Project Binders
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In-House Records: Project Binders
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1994 DOT  ROW 
Project Binder



In-House Records: BPR Real Estate 
Index
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In-House Records: BPR Real Estate 
Index
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In-House Records: BPR Real Estate 
Index
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File 566 S.J. Chapman
ROW Sterling Hwy



In-House Records: BPR Real Estate 
Index
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File 733 S.J. Chapman
R.O.W. Easement



In-House Records: BPR Real Estate 
Index
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Chapman Notice of Dedication

Unrecorded…

100’ Easement As Depicted on Plat
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Recorders Office: Historic Books



62

Recorders Office: Historic Books
THIS is the Document
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Summary: Subdivision Plats
Subdivision Plats: Dedications or other documentation?
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Summary: Right of Way Plans

Right of Way Plans: Acquisitions or Other Documentation
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Summary: Federal ROW Reservations
Federal ROW Reservations: Determine if they apply

PLO 601

PLO 757

SO 2665

SO 2665
AMD 2

‘47 Act

Land EntryPatent

ACRES
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Summary: In-House DOT Records
In‐House DOT Records: Various Documents
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Right of Way Base Map 2016

“Show Me the Document”
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Sterling Hwy @ Anchor River Rd
Sterling Hwy 157-169 Reconstruction Base Mapping

Ryan Quigley PLS
AKDOT&PF ROW Engineering
4111 Aviation Ave
Anchorage AK 99502

Ryan.Quigley@Alaska.gov
907‐269‐0561


